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Dear Editor,
Finding stem cell researcher guilty of  data fabrication at 
Kyoto University was surprising news in the first month 
of  2018.1 The news was referring to the fabricated figures 
which had an inevitable impact on the final conclusion.1 
The affiliated university called for retraction of  this 
paper. The main intention of  writing this report is not to 
address the retraction of  such scientific papers. Indeed, 
an ethical behavior following the released news is the 
main purpose of  the current paper. Unfortunately, many 
papers areannually retracted, while the rapid growth in 
the number of  these papers is worrying (See Figures 1 
and 2). Of  course, global attention should be focused on 
findingan optimal solution to manage current dilemma. 
However, scientometric analysis shows that retractions 
are more frequent among high-rank journals.2 Moreover, 
in 2005 (See Figures 1 and 2), a sharp increase was 
observed in the rate of  retractions, and this growth is 
still ongoing. To be honest, there is a big question that if 
current increase in retractions is only due to the scientific 
misconducts or improved detective tools. Taking together, 
in present report we aim to address an astonishing event 
by a Japanese group and some stories.3,4 In the released 
report, professor Yamanaka as a Nobel Prize winner in 
2012 and also the director of  the affiliated department 
of  retracted paper said that he is ready to send back 
his Nobel Prize because of  the story happened in the 

mentioned-report. Hence, Professor Yamanaka was not 
an author of  the retracted paper. The immediate reaction 
by Professor Yamanaka addressing the fabrication data 
even before the journal was a promising news as ethical 
behavior in current scientific atmosphere.5 Certainly, 
maintaining the ethical atmosphere ethical is necessary 
to keep public truthfulness in scientific publications.6 In 
other words, the action by professor Yamanaka is a useful 
pattern for many authorities and researchers globally 
who are even partially faced with this problem. Science is 
basically self-correcting, now we have scientists who are 
self  correcting their departments, then we may translate 
the reaction by professor Yamanaka addressing ‘‘Ethical 
behavior following an unethical manner’’. Conclusively, 
this fabricated data and following resignation suggestion 
by the head of  the department can be nicely translated as 
an ethical decision after an unethical act. Prevention of 
plagiarism needs both detective tools and revised ethical 
behaviors established in the scientific communities. 
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Figure 1. Increased Number of Retracted Papers Indexed in Scopus 
in 10 Years Duration (1997–2006).

Figure 2. Steady Increase of Retracted Papers Indexed in Scopus in 
10 Years Duration (2007–2017).

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
200

400

600

800

1000

1200

D
oc

um
en

ts

D
oc

um
en

ts

250

225

200

175

150

125

100

75
2006200520042003200220012000199919981997

http://www.aimjournal.ir


 Arch Iran Med, Volume 21, Issue 6, June 2018                                                        274

Talebi Bezmin Abadi

References 
1. Yamamizu K, Iwasaki M, Takakubo H, Sakamoto T, Ikuno T, 

Miyoshi M, et al. In Vitro Modeling of Blood-Brain Barrier with 
Human iPSC-Derived Endothelial Cells, Pericytes, Neurons, 
and Astrocytes via Notch Signaling. Stem Cell Reports. 
2017;8(3):634-47. doi: 10.1016/j.stemcr.2017.01.023.

2. Bosch X, Hernandez C, Pericas JM, Doti P, Marusic A. 
Misconduct policies in high-impact biomedical journals. 
PLoS One. 2012;7(12):e51928. doi: 10.1371/journal.
pone.0051928.

3. Li S, Yao Y, Xu R, Pesenti S, Cottet-Rousselle C, Rieusset 
J, et al. Retraction for Li et al., “ATAD3 Is a Limiting Factor 
in Mitochondrial Biogenesis and Adipogenesis of White 

Adipocyte-Like 3T3-L1 Cells”. Mol Cell Biol. 2017;37(10). 
doi: 10.1128/mcb.01170-13. 

4. Forbes MM, Draper BW, Marlow FL. Retraction: The polarity 
factor Bucky ball associates with the centrosome and promotes 
microtubule rearrangements to establish the oocyte axis in 
zebrafish. Development. 2017;144(7):1362. doi: 10.1242/
dev.129023.

5. Sox HC, Rennie D. Research misconduct, retraction, and 
cleansing the medical literature: lessons from the Poehlman 
case. Ann Intern Med. 2006;144(8):609-13.

6. Talebi Bezmin Abadi A, Mohammadi E. Unfair Judgment 
against Iranian Scientists. Arch Iran Med. 2017;20(4):251-3.

Cite this article as: Talebi Bezmin Abadi A. Ethical behavior after an unethical publication: glimpse of hopes. Arch Iran Med. 2018;21(6):273–274. 

 © 2018 The Author(s). This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License (http://creativecommons.
org/licenses/by/4.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited.

Received: February 24, 2018, Accepted: April 25, 2018, ePublished: June 1, 2018 


