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Author’s Reply

We would like to appreciate Hu et al' for their accuracy
and their letter filling the gaps in our systematic review
and meta-analysis. We could not perform the meta-
analysis showing the association between creatine kinase-
MB elevation and mortality using our included articles
due to lack of enough available data. However, because of
the importance of creatine kinase-MB, the meta-analysis
by Hu et al on data obtained by re-performing the search
one year later would make the results more reliable and
fill the gaps we could not fill.

In the mentioned systematic review and meta-analysis,
we were trying to provide pooled evidence on the newly
appearing SARS-CoV-2 virus, and because of the lack of
evidence and the importance of time in providing the
evidence, we included preprint articles. To account for
the growth of the evidence, we re-performed a search on
September 13, 2021, using the search strategy we used
before in our study. The search led to 127947 records
(PubMed: 25044, Scopus: 86696, and Web of Science:

16207). In comparison with the results obtained by the
search performed in our study on April 16, 2020 (Overall:
1094 records, PubMed: 409, Scopus: 464, and Web of
Science: 221), there is a more than 100-fold growth in the
number of records found. So, even re-performing whole
systematic review and meta-analysis using a narrower
search strategy and inclusion criteria is a good choice
we suggest. Association evaluation performed by Hu et
al using more restricted inclusion and exclusion criteria
would provide more reliable results, providing the
professionals and the society with more pooled evidence
and more reliable results.
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